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Panama City, Panama on 22 May 2018 – The International Association of Dredging 

Companies (IADC) bestowed the Young Author Award 2018 to François De Keuleneer. 

IADC’s Young Author Award is given annually to “stimulate the promotion of new ideas 

and encourage younger men and women in the dredging industry”. The award is granted 

at industry-leading conferences, with 2018’s winning young author selected from the 

proceedings of the 34th PIANC World Congress. 

 

THE WINNER 

François De Keuleneer was selected as the Young Author Award winner for the co-

authoring as well as the presentation of “Enhancing Workability by Operational Wave 

Modelling”. The Young Author Award winner is an Environment Engineer at DEME-

group working in the marine engineering industry with a focus on wave data acquisition 

systems and workability of vessels. He is also a member of the supervisory board of 

Ecosystem Restoration Camps, a organisation applying cooperative efforts for the 

ecological restoration of degraded lands.  

 

The paper introduced WoTo, an innovative workability tool to objectify the decision-

making process regarding working in harsh weather conditions, especially in regions 

around the world with problematic wave climates. De Keuleneer gave a clear and well-

received presentation of the paper which was followed by an insightful question and 

answer session with the audience. Co-authors of the paper include Joris de Vroom of 

BMT Argoss and Arjan Mol of DEME-group. 

 

THE AWARD 

The purpose of the IADC’s Young Author Award is to “stimulate the promotion of new 

ideas and encourage younger men and women in the dredging industry”. Every year at 

selected conferences, the IADC recognises the best paper written by authors younger 

than 35 years of age. The Conference Paper Committee recommends a shortlist of 

qualifying papers that make a significant contribution to the literature on dredging and 

related fields. Winning authors receive €1,000 and a trophy of recognition, as well as 

publication of the paper as an article in the IADC’s quarterly journal Terra et Aqua. 

 



 

THE CONGRESS 

PIANC, the World Association for Waterborne, Transport and Infrastructure, and The 

Panama Canal Authority (ACP) co-hosted the 34th PIANC World Congress 2018 in 

Panama City, Panama. From 7-11 May 2018, hundreds of experts and peers in the 

waterborne transport infrastructure sector convened to present, discuss and exchange 

knowledge regarding the most current and relevant topics, trends and practices. 

 

Photo caption: 

The International Association of Dredging Companies gives François De Keuleneer 

(right) the Young Author Award 2018 for his role as co-author and presenter of the paper 

“Enhancing Workability by Operational Wave Modelling” by Terra et Aqua editor Lauren 

Grieco (left). Photo © Christian P. De Meyer. 

 
 

For further information contact Jurgen Dhollander, PR & Project Manager, International 

Association of Dredging Companies (IADC) at +31 (0)70 352 3334 or dhollander@iadc-

dredging.com.  

 

IADC stands for ‘International Association of Dredging Companies’ and is the global umbrella 

organisation for contractors in the private dredging industry. As such the IADC is dedicated to 

not only promoting the skills, integrity and reliability of its members, but also the dredging 

industry in general. IADC has over a hundred main and associated members. Together they 

represent the forefront of the dredging industry. 


